	SCREENING EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT

	Service area: 
	Student Admin and Student Support

	Assessor(s):
	Alex More

	Description of activity/decision:

	 New policy on the Learner Support Fund (LSF) for 2009/2010



	What are the aims/purpose of the activity?

	 To explain what the LSF is, how much Lewisham College may receive for the academic year (from the LSC), the rationale for the dividing up LSF money to meet discrete student need (e.g. travel, child care, book & materials), the student eligibility criteria for claiming LSF

	Who will benefit from this activity? Is it designed to meet the needs of specific groups?

	 The activity is designed to benefit all groups with its transparency of explanation, so that all students and staff understand what LSF and whether students are eligible. It is particularly designed to benefit those students whose ability to study would be affected – or completely curtailed – were they not to receive additional financial support. 

	Could the activity contravene equalities legislation or College equalities policies?
	 No

	Are there risks that it may have a negative or adverse impact on one or more equalities group?
 

If so, which groups and, in brief, what is the nature of this risk?
If a significant risk or a possible contravention of law or policy is identified, a full Equalities Impact Assessment should be undertaken
	 There is a risk that – owing to the continuing year-on-year reduction in the Learner Support funds available to the College – students on low incomes and benefits (Equalities Group – Social Disadvantage) receive less financial support from us than previously. This in turn will impact negatively on their ability to enrol and be retained at the College. For example, in the case of the LSF reduction in child care funds available, this would tend to impact more negatively on (lone) parents (Equalities Group – those with Dependents). However, this negative impact is ameliorated to some degree by a new Partnership Agreement with Job Centre Plus, through which students who are eligible for New Deal for Lone Parents and New Deal for Partners receive payment for child care and travel to study on courses with a direct route into employment

	Who are the main external stakeholders involved in this activity?
	 Job Centre Plus
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